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250 Teresia Teaiwn

focus on the “Polynesian™ body as a dominant figure that has been appro-
priated into militourist discourses.

As 2 woman of culturally mixed and displaced Banaban, I-Kiribati, and Af-
rican American ancestry, educated within and beyond the Pacific Islands, 1
find myself regularly confronting the “Polynesian” body—both “real” and
imaginary. In militourist contexts I find myself identifying with the “Polyne-
sian” body: it seems to have liberating qualities; yet I am also resentful of it:
it overshadows the specificities of my own identity. The dreadful irony is that
the power of the “Polynesian” body owes much to the militourist complex
even as that same complex disempowers Polynesian bodies.

Paul Gauguin’s Noa Noz and Epeli Hau'ofa’s Kisses in the Nederends serve
as discussion pieces because of their particular relevance to militourism and
related constructions of the “Polynesian” body. The two books are at once
highly unlikely and delightfully contradictory literary companions. Each a
critical commentary as well as an extension of the realism of its respective
milieu (Noz Noa’s the fin-de-siecle France and its colonies, that of Nederends

the late-twentieth-century Pacific Islands), the two yield a wealth of possibili-
ties for critically comprehending the discursive effects of militourism and its

reification of the “Polynesian” body.

THE READINGS

Conceived as a promotional text for Gauguin’s Tahitian paintings upon his
return to Paris in 1893, Noz Noa was produced in collaboration with the sym-
bolist poet Charles Morice but did not materialize until Gauguin had re-
rurned to Tahiti. There exist three versions of Noz Noa: the first Morice pub-
lished in excerpt form in 1896; another, in book form with appendices of
Morice’s poetry, appeared in 1901; and another, which was Gauguin’s own
draft, was sold to a print merchant in 1908. Beginning with Gauguin’s arrival
in Papeete, the narrative documents his search for a pure Tahit unadulter-
ated by Western influence. With occasional pretenses at ethnography—a
chapter on Tahitian mythology has become an issue of some controversy
among Gauguin scholars—Noa Noz is more impressive as a commentary on
the physiques and eccentricities of various Tahitian characters (Anderson
1978, x—xi). The central event of this narrative of Gauguin’s first Tahitian
sojourn is his love affair with Tehura, a character based on his thirteen-year-
old wife Teha‘amana, who quiet as the fact was kept was not Tahitian, but
Rarotongan.

The Penguin edition now out of print, Kisses in the Nederends has been re-
printed by the University of Hawai'i Press. It was written in six months and
was not revised so as to maintain what the author calls its “raw, not cooked”
quality. Against the plethora of “insanely romantic” (Albert Wendt's words)
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